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Historical Society Member
Bruce Richard
2017 Outstanding Citizen

Bruce Richard (left) accepts a framed
certificate from Bill Green (right) at the
Fairview Farm Golf Course Restaurant
where Bruce was honored April 21st as
Harwinton’s Outstanding Citizen for 2017.
Bill is chairman of the Outstanding Citizen
Committee that selected Bruce for this
year’s honor. Bruce is a life member of the
Historical Society.
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Looking Back in Harwinton History

Arthur Covey Left His Artistic Mark on Harwinton History
Contributed by Joyce Peck

Arthur Covey was an internationally known muralist who left his mark on
Harwinton and Connecticut in general. The husband of Newberry Award-
winning children's author/illustrator, Lois Lenski, Covey lived in Harwinton
on Harmony Hill Road the last 30 years of his life. He was born in Illinois in
1877 and died in Florida in 1960.

A Covey was known especially for his paintings of industrial workers on the

LA job. He helped create a mural (with Robert Reid and Jules Guerin) for the
1914-1915 Panama Pacific Exposition for which he received the Bronze Medal, according
to the Connecticut State Library.

Covey's work can be seen locally at Harwinton Consolidated School where a large mural of
General George Washington inspecting his troops remains on a classroom wall. Several
murals depicting the life of John Brown are on public view at the Torrington Post office -
two large paintings behind the main counter and one larger mural in the post office box
room. In the Bridgeport Post Office, Covey created a mural titled "Bridgeport
Manufacturing." Some of his works were commissioned by the Works Progress
Administration (WPA) Federal Arts Project, starting in 1936. He also created murals for
the 1939 World’s Fair and LaGuardia Airport.
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HHS Planning Two Programs in May and June

The Historical Society will offer two new programs on
Sunday, May 7 and Sunday, June 4. The programs will
begin at 2 PM at the Harwinton Library on Bentley Drive.
There will be no charge, although donations are accepted

On May 7th the Harwinton Historical Society will bring
Dane Deleppo of the Hungerford Museum to discuss
Medicine and Medical Practices of the Civil War time
period. Dane, a Harwinton resident, is a Civil War re-
enactor.

The June 4% program will focus on the Civilian
Conservation Corps (CCC) that began on March 31, 1933
under President Roosevelt's “New Deal” to relieve the
poverty and unemployment of the Depression. Twenty-
one camps were set up in many Connecticut towns, state
parks & forests. The CCC disbanded in 1942 due to the
need for men in WW II.

Guest speaker will be Marty Podskoch, a retired teacher
and the author of “Connecticut Civilian Conservation
Camps: History, Memories and Legacy” as well as seven
other books.

Visit the Barn and Schoolhouse
Individuals or groups wanting to tour the restored 1840’s
First District Schoolhouse or barn museum located on the
grounds of the Harwinton Consolidated School should
contact President Bonnie Andrews at 860-482-7978 or by

email to harwhistsoc@gmail.com.

Both buildings will be open to the public on Saturday, May
20t from 4 to 6:30 p.m. during the annual Westside
Volunteer Fire Department Roast Beef dinner, which will
be served in the Consolidated School cafeteria. For tickets
to the dinner, call the fire department at 860-485-9235.

Bit of Trivia
Question: A number of "firsts" were created in the State of
Connecticut. Can you name some?
Answer on page 4
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The Barn Corner
CHICKENS, EGGS AND INCUBATORS - PART OF HARWINTON'’S HISTORY

By David Ryan

While chickens provided an inexpensive source of meat, eggs were often EGG SCALE
considered the bonus. Gathering the eggs was frequently the job assigned to the children.
Collecting the eggs may have been done two or three times a day. In the Historical Society barn
(on Route 118 on the grounds of the Harwinton Consolidated School) are two examples of egg
gathering baskets. One had to be careful, for it might be a bad thing to "carry all your eggs in one
basket," and have an accident that could result in the loss of the day’s egg supply.

In past years, chickens and eggs were important on many of Harwinton's
small farms. Flocks averaged in size from six chickens to over 20.
Chickens were relatively easy to keep. Often part of their food came from
undigested grain that cows voided. Roaming chickens could keep the large
bug population at bay. Grain, such as cracked, dried corn might also be fed
to them. Often it was the woman's responsibility to kill and dress the
chickens, but in my family this was my father's responsibility.

Although eggs are usually sold by size today (small, medium or large), there was a time when
some grocers wanted them to be sold by weight. The Historical Society barn has two examples of
egg scales reflecting that time. Selling eggs by the dozen probably became the custom in early
times, and might be based on the fact that there were twelve disciples. In the barn is a well-built
egg box. Farmers would bring surplus eggs to market to get some cash or goods that could not be
made or produced on the farm.

There comes two times in every chicken's life when she is no longer able to provide enough eggs
to pay for her keep. One is the winter months, when the days are shorter. Production often slows
or completely stops when it is cold, but commences again with the longer days of spring. The
other has to do with the age of the chicken. Generally, as chickens ages they produce fewer eggs.
Three to seven years of production is the usual range, but this often depends on the breed. There
are examples of chickens producing even longer. When production stops, the chicken, unless it
has become a pet, is usually killed and readied for the pot.

The flock has to be replaced every few years. One way is to buy chicks from a neighboring farm or
feed store. The other is too borrow or buy a friendly rooster to fertilize the eggs of the current
flock. (One problem with buying one's own rooster is that they may become unfriendly. One
woman said she grew tired of being attacked by the rooster every time she went to collect eggs.)
The next step is to get an incubator, such as we have in the barn, to keep the eggs warm until the
chicks hatch, which takes about 21days. Experience has shown that mixing chickens of different
ages did not work well either so the younger chickens had to be segregated into a separate pen.

While most farms had some chickens because they were relatively "easy," it is readily obvious that
life on a farm was a lot of hard work. To learn more and see the artifacts, visit our barn when it is
open during the warmer months.

(Lynn Oliver, Jack Larkin, John Seymour, and Richard Bacon provided information for this article)
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Answers to A Bit of Trivia (from page 2):

1. The first automobile law was passed by the state in 1901, setting the speed limit at 12 miles per hour.
2.1n 1937the state became the first to issue permanent license plates f&: ddrs.world's first

nuclear powered submarine, the USS Nautiluess built in Groton in 19541, The first blast furnace

was built in Lakeville in 17625. Simsbury was home to the first steel mill to operate in America,

starting in 1728.

2017 History Bites Lecture Series Continues
All lectures at noon on Thursdays. Bring lunch. Reservations requested, but not required

Thursday, May 4 - Southbury Historical Society

Digging Deeper: Confessions of an Urban Archaeologist

Speaker: Greg Van Antwerp - Lecture Site: Southbury Library, 100 Poverty Road, Southbury, CT. 203-405-3124,
southburyhistory.org

Thursday, May 11 - Mattatuck Museum

Making the Past Present

Speaker: Tracey O’Shaughnessy, Associate Features Editor Republican American - Lecture Site: Mattatuck
Museum, 144 West Main Street, Waterbury, CT, 203-753-0381; mattmuseum.org

O'Shaughnessy, a senior editor at the Republican-American, will discuss why she believes that newspapers may
be the first chance to bring history to contemporary readers.

Thursday, May 18 - Gunn Memorial Library and Museum

The Role of Religion at The Gunnery 1850-2016

Speaker: Claire Lee, Gunn Scholar 2017

Lecture Site: Wykeham Room, Gunn Library, 5 Wykeham Road, Washington, CT 860-868-7756; gunnmuseum.org

Thursday, May 25 - Litchfield Historical Society

A Big Talent in Small Paintings: Anson Dickinson and Portrait Miniatures

Speaker: Alex Dubois, Curator of Collections

Lecture Site: Litchfield Historical Society, 7 South Street, Litchfield, CT 860-567-4501;
litchfieldhistoricalsociety.org

Thursday, June 1 - Topsmead State Forest

Title: Those Who Dug, Built, Tended and Mended

Speaker: Jerry Geci, Educator & Tour Guide

Lecture Site: Litchfield Community Center

421 Bantam Road (Rte. 202), Litchfield, CT 860-567-5694 dep.state.ct.us/rec/parks/ctforests.htm

Thursday, June 8 - Old Woodbury Historical Society

Woodbury’s Unique Geology

Speaker: Frederick Leavenworth

Lecture Site: St. Teresa of Avila Catholic Church

146 Main Street South, Woodbury, CT 203-266-0305, hurdhousect@yahoo.com

Learn about the unique geological makeup of Woodbury and how it has impacted the town as it has changed.
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